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The major burden upon Theology is to continue to seek the differentiation between Doctrine and Dogma.  “Doctrine” derives from the Greek root, “to teach” and refers to the act or content of what is taught.  “Dogma”, on the other hand, comes from the Greek word meaning, “to think, seem, or seem good.”  According to Baker’s Dictionary of Theology, Dogma designates, “that which has been completely thought through, proven scripturally accurate, referred to as axiomatic principles and considered settled forever, beyond all doubt.”


 Josephus expresses Dogma as, “Decrees of God.” Therefore, not all Doctrine (what is taught) is Dogma (unequivocal Bible truth). Dogma is the goal and it is reached by intensive, comprehensive and exhaustive scrutiny of the Scriptures. It would appear that many Christians might not have applied the Principles of Logic to the body of biblical evidence available in order to determine the proper category for the Calvinist view of Unconditional, Eternal Security.


Deductive Reasoning establishes a method of reasoning that accepts no conclusions except those that are inescapable. This is possible because of the strict way in which every concept is defined.  That is, everything must be defined in a way that leaves no doubt or ambiguity in meaning. Nothing can be taken for granted and all terms must be accurately defined from their original source. This form of Logic will produce certain results when applied correctly. You can then support your view with empirical data derived from your scientific study of the subject.

To properly apply the Principles of Deductive Reasoning, one must begin with premises or hypotheses that are called “statements”. These statements may be true or false but not both true and false. These statements may be in the form of a question that requires a positive or negative answer. The preponderance of the information gathered through this scientific method of logical reasoning will conclude with an axiom of reliable, accurate deductions.  In Theology, this would constitute Dogma.


It is our responsibility to approach any subject under scrutiny with an open mind.  To apply the “a priori” rules to our investigation, we must look at legitimate questions that arise from our search for Truth.  These questions must be answered honestly with conclusions drawn from Scripture, neither tradition nor predilection. It is now time to place the subject under the microscope of God’s Word and ask the inescapable questions that demand accurate answers.  Then, and only then, will we be able to decide if Unconditional, Eternal Security is Doctrine or Dogma.

1.
When did Unconditional, Eternal Security begin?

2.
How long has it been in effect?

3.
Are there any persons in the Bible who enjoyed this benefit?  If so, please name them.

4.
Was Satan / Lucifer given Unconditional, Eternal Security in Heaven?

5.
Was Satan ever considered “Anointed of God?”  (Ezekiel 28:12-19; Isaiah 14:12-17)

6.
Was Satan’s sin of pride a personal choice or predestination by God?

7.
Was Satan ever the Worship leader/ Chief musician in Heaven?

8.
Was Satan in right standing with God before his fall?

9.
Did God force Satan to sin?

10.
Was Hell prepared for Satan and his angels?

11.
Do you think Satan / Lucifer believes this teaching of once saved, always saved?

12.
If he does, why then does he tempt Christians to sin?

13.
Will Satan and his angels be the only ones cast into hell?

14.
Would not the Perseverance of the Saints Doctrine (Unconditional, Eternal Security) require God to restore Satan to his former right standing before being banished to Hell?

15.
If Satan and the sinning angels had the power of free will in Heaven, do Christians have the same free will on Earth?

16.
Were the angels in Heaven allowed to decide if they would continue to serve God?
17.
Did God demand the angels to sin against Him and defect to Satan?

18.
Were they able to exercise their free will in choosing their master?

19.
Since they were created by God and for God, could they choose to sever that relationship and serve Satan?

20.
Did God prohibit Satan or the angels from severing their righteous standing with Him?
21.
Were these angels who transgressed ever in right standing with God?

22.
If God gave this freedom of choice to the angels, did He withhold it from His children?

23.
Does sin break your relationship with God?

24.
If sinning angels could not remain in Heaven, can sinning Christians remain in the Church (the Body of Christ)?

25.
Is Salvation by the Blood of Christ referred to as a Covenant with God?

26.
Can a Covenant (Berith) ever be broken by either of the parties involved?

27.
Did Christ compare Christianity with marriage?

28.
Do you believe in, “Once married, always married?”

29.
Can a marriage covenant ever be broken by either party?

30.
Does taking a marriage vow nullify the future volition of the parties involved?

31.
Does the Bible teach that adultery breaks the marriage covenant?

32.
If the vows of fidelity are broken, is the marriage covenant broken?

33.
If you can break a covenant with your spouse, can you break a covenant with God?

34.
If you can break your marriage covenant were you ever truly married?

35.
If physical death terminates your marriage, does spiritual death terminate your union with Christ?

36.
Does the Bible say that the soul that sinneth was never alive?

37.
If a repetitive sinning soul dies, does that mean that it was formerly alive?

38.
Did Paul teach in Romans 7 that spiritual adultery is leaving Christ and returning to Satan?

39.
Is Paul teaching that spiritual adultery severs the marriage relationship we have with Christ?

40.
If the teachings of Unconditional, Eternal Security state that you cannot sever your relationship with Christ once it is established, why did Paul state that it can be severed by human decision? Is the Apostle Paul teaching error?

41.
Is not the Doctrine of Unconditional, Eternal Security (“once saved, always saved”) referred to in Theology as, “The Perseverance of The Saints?”

42.
Does this Doctrine infer that God will not allow one of His erring children to be lost?

43.
Does this Doctrine not actually teach that the ONE persevering is God, not the saint?

44.
If God will not allow a backslider to be eternally lost, as this Doctrine states, why does His Word hold the saved individual accountable for his behavior?

45.
Can a Christian who believes Unconditional, Eternal Security ignore the warnings of Scripture and live as he pleases?

46.
What would be the consequences for a reckless disregard of God’s warnings to the believers of Unconditional, Eternal Security?

47.
If a Christian cannot sever his covenant with God and be lost, why should he avoid temptations and sin?

48.
Is the Parable of the Prodigal Son, as taught by Christ, a reference to God and His children?  (Luke 15)

49.
Was the son ever in relationship and fellowship with his father?

50.
Did Christ use the father in the story to represent God?

51.
Did the son have the power to choose to abandon his father?

52.
Did the Prodigal’s father forbid or restrain him from forsaking the family?

53.
Did the father follow him to force a continuation of the relationship with his son?

54.
Did the father send guards to accompany his son when he departed?

55.
Did the son’s actions disappoint and grieve the father?

56.
Did the son leave the family and join himself to foreigners?

57.
Did foreigners represent those not of the household of the father in this parable?

58.
Did the son make the first move to come home?

59.
Was it his choice to return or was he forced to return by his father?

60.
Could the father prohibit any misfortune befalling his son while he was estranged from the family?

61.
Was the son mandated by the father that he had to return?

62.
Was this reunion due to the persistence of the father or the repentance of the son?

63.
When the son initiated his repentance and came back home, was the relationship restored?

64.
If the son had died in the foreign land, would he have died in right relationship with his father?

65.
When the son forsook the father, did the father not consider the relationship with his son dead?

66.
When the father stated that the son who was dead is now alive, was it not the sole action of the son in repenting and returning that restored him to life with the father?

67.
If the son had met with tragedy before he returned to the father’s house, would the relationship have been restored at his death?

68.
According to this parable by Christ, can adult, full-blooded sons make the choice if they will remain in their father’s house and continue their relationship with him?

69.
If the Prodigal (“wasteful”) son had died away from his father, does that mean that he was never truly born into the family?

70.
If he was never truly a son, why did his father treat him as a son and give him his inheritance?

71.
Was Adam unconditionally secure in the Garden of Eden?  (Genesis 2; 3;)

72.
Did God say to Adam that he would die the day he sinned?

73.
Was God speaking of physical or spiritual death to Adam?

74.
If God was speaking of physical death, why did Adam live for 930 years after he sinned?

75.
Was Israel unconditionally secure in the wilderness?

76.
Since Paul states in Romans 11 that God “cut off” the Israelites for their sin, was He obligated, as this Doctrine teaches, to restore each one before he died?

77.
Did Paul further state that the Gentiles were grafted into the Vine (Christ) because of Israel’s sin?

78.
Did Paul state that if the Gentiles sin, God will cut them off just as He did the Israelites?

79.
If someone is grafted into the Vine, then cut off because of sin, does that mean they were never really grafted in? 

80.
If a Christian cannot lose his salvation, why does the Bible warn us to guard it?

81.
If God spared not the angels that sinned, when did He change and start sparing Christians who sin?

82.
Since the proponents of Unconditional, Eternal Security state that you cannot be “unborn,” is it possible for someone who was alive to die?

83.
If someone dies physically does that mean that he was never truly born?

84.
If someone dies spiritually, does that mean that he had previously been spiritually alive?

85.
If being grafted into the Vine is the same as being born-again, why is being cut off not the same as dying spiritually?

86.
If being cut off is not the same as spiritual death, why did God graft the Gentiles into the Vine to replace Israel after they sinned?

87.
 If God did not spare Satan, the angels, Adam, the Israelites, Saul, Solomon or others who once walked in covenant with Him and FORSOOK HIM, when did God become a respecter of persons and declare that New Testament Christians are bound in a relationship that denies them their power of free will?

88.
If this Doctrine is valid, why did Moses, David, Ezekiel, Jesus, Peter, John, Paul and all other writers of Scripture fail to mention this “safety net” for the sinning Christian?

89.
If the authenticity of Scripture requires having two or three corroborating witnesses to Truth, list those who plainly state that the erring Christian cannot be eternally lost.

90.
If the teaching of “Once saved, always saved is orthodoxy, who needs this doctrine?

91.
Is it designed to give comfort and peace to the fallen who does not yet want to come back home to the Father’s house?

92.
Do sincere Christians need to be told that they have a “fail-safe” that covers them should they get careless with their relationship with God?

93.
Does not this Doctrine create a false sense of security for the backslider thinking he can run from the Father and the Father will ultimately  usurp his volition and force him to come back home against his will?

94.
Was Judas Iscariot the only disciple who was denied his free will and volition?

95.
Was Judas ever saved?

96.
If Judas was never saved, why did Jesus call him a disciple (learner or follower)?

97.
Why was he entrusted as the Treasurer of Jesus’ ministry?

98.
Does the Bible ever state that Judas was a devil from the beginning?

99.
If he was, how could Jesus ordain a devil to preach the Gospel, heal the sick and cast out other devils?

100.
Did a fellow Apostle call Judas a “Bishop” in the ministry of Jesus?  (Acts 1:20)

101.
If Judas was a devil from the beginning, how could Jesus say to him, with the other eleven disciples, “The Spirit of your Father (God) will speak through you?”  (Matt 10:20)

102.
If Judas was never saved and was always a devil, how could Christ call him, “Friend”?  (Matt.26: 50)

103.
Did an Apostle acknowledge that Judas had received a part of the same ministry as the other eleven?

104.
Does the Bible say that Judas “betrayed” Jesus?

105.
Can you betray someone who has always been your adversary?

106.
Does betrayal signify a previous union between individuals?

107.
Did Jesus and the other disciples think Judas was a devil from the beginning?

108.
If so, how could Satan deceive Jesus, since He is Omniscient?

109.
If the Disciples knew that Judas was a devil, why was there uncertainty in their minds over which one would betray Jesus?

110.
If Judas was never saved, how could he fall by transgression as the Book of Acts records?

111.
Since Satan had already fallen before the Garden of Eden, how could he fall again if Judas was a devil from the beginning?

112.
Can Satan and his demons fall more than once?

113.
Is the Bible true when it infers, that in Satan’s case, “Once fallen means always fallen”?

114.
If this is not true, then under what conditions can Satan be saved?

115.
If Satan comes as an Angel of Light, does this fool Jesus?

116.
When God told Jesus whom to select for his disciples, did God choose a devil to represent His Son Jesus in His earthly ministry?

117.
Did Judas declare to his co-conspirators that he had SINNED? (Matt 27:4)

118.
Is there any other reference in Scripture where Satan makes that confession?

119.
Did Judas also declare that he had betrayed innocent blood?

120.
Is there another reference in the Bible where Satan appears remorseful for his actions?

121.
Do Judas’ words and behavior have any similarity to other accounts of Satan’s actions and reactions in the Bible?

122.
If the other eleven had to accept the claims of Christ to receive their apostleship, could Satan plant an imposter as the twelfth apostle that would deceive Jesus? 

123.
If the Bible clearly states that Judas was numbered among the twelve, that he was given the same ordination, the same power and authority to preach the Gospel and heal the sick, and that history clearly indicates he participated in the ministry of Jesus by DOING THESE THINGS, does the Bible also indicate that it was 3½ years later when Satan entered Judas’ heart?  (Luke 22:3)

124.
If Satan did not enter his heart and entice him to betray his Savior until 3½ years after he had accepted Christ, does the Bible, ANYWHERE under ANY CONDITION, support the claims of the Calvinists that Judas was never saved?

125.
Does the Bible state in Revelation 3:5, “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot his name out of the Book of Life,”

126.
Does the Bible teach that the Father and Son guard the Book of Life? (Ex.32: 32, 33; Dan. 12:1; Phil.4: 3)

127.
Was this the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, speaking in Revelation 3:5?

128.
Did He say that He also had the power to blot names out of the Book of Life?

129.
If remaining saved is the only way to keep your name in the book, would becoming unsaved be the reason for Him to take it out?

130.
Does Jesus infer that failing to overcome is the same as losing your salvation?

131.
If Jesus says your name is in the Book of Life and, if you fail to live above sin, your name will come out, do you believe Jesus’ words as the ultimate authority on the subject of eternal security?

132.
If your name cannot come out of the Book of Life as the proponents of Unconditional, Eternal Security would suggest, what did Jesus mean by His statement?

133.
If Satan deceived Jesus into accepting a devil as a disciple, was Jesus also deceived when He said that He had the power to blot out the names of those who do not overcome sin? 

134.
Is there any scriptural reference where Satan cautioned people to be diligent in their Christian walk?

135.
If this Scripture is a warning by Christ to Christians against backsliding, would it be accurate to say that Jesus’ words were inspired by the Holy Spirit?

136.
Did God tell Moses in Exodus 32:33 that those who sinned against Him would have their names taken OUT of His book (“Book of Life”)?

137.
Does Psalm 69:28, a Messianic Psalm, state that those who commit iniquity will have their names blotted out of the book of the living?

138.
Does the Bible state that out of the mouth of two or three witnesses the truth will be established?

139.
If Moses, the Psalmist, Daniel, Paul and Jesus all refer to having your names in the Book of Life and, that through willful and continued disregard for repentance, lose your salvation and have your name blotted out of the Book of Life, does that constitute a biblical truth adequately substantiated?

140.
Does Jude, the brother of our Lord, teach that Christians can fall?  (Jude 24)

141.
If you can fall as Jude suggests, what happens to the fallen?

142.
If by not falling, you are presented faultless by the Lord to the Father, are you at fault if you fall?

143.
If you are held accountable for not falling by temptation, how can the Calvinists teach that God will not allow you to fall?

144.
Who is responsible for whether you stand for righteousness or fall for temptation?

145.
Does not the Scripture state that the Lord can keep us from falling but we must remain faultless for this protection?

146.
Does Jude state in verse 21 that God wants us to KEEP OURSELVES in the love of God?

147.
Does this not suggest that if a Christian remains firmly attached to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that Jesus will keep him firmly attached to the Father?

148.
Does a false premise become true because of public acceptance?

149.
If the teaching of Unconditional, Eternal Security has not been shown to have validity with the Prophets of the Old Testament, the teachings of Christ during His earthly ministry, nor the writings of the Apostles in the New Testament, should one feel comfortable in espousing this theory with no biblical foundation?

150.
Since Jesus states that His sheep can willfully LEAVE THE FOLD, and though the Shepherd searches for them, they may not be found; and furthermore, He calls these lost sheep, “Sinners”, will these lost sheep go to Heaven when they die?  (Matt.  18:12-14; Luke 15:1-7)


After careful evaluation of the questions posed, and the prayerful scrutiny of the Scriptures, it would appear that this Doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints, also known as, Unconditional, Eternal Security or “Once saved-always saved,” does not stand the test of Deductive Reasoning in order to validate its conclusions.  It would then stand, in the principles of Logic, that this system of belief will remain merely a Doctrine and cannot be accepted as Dogma according to the standards of Orthodox Christianity.
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